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Passage: 1 Corinthians 12 Meaning 

Wisdom Ability to understand and share biblical truth in such a way as to skillfully apply 
life situations with discernment 

Knowledge Ability to understand and share biblical truth with an insight that only comes by 
revelation from God; understands and articulates the deep mysteries of the Word 
of God; always consistent with Scripture 

Faith All believers possess some degree of this gift, but those who are particularly 
gifted demonstrate a strong, unshakeable confidence in God, His Word, and His 
promises in any circumstance; prays effectively 

Healing Primarily a gift belonging to the apostles in the first century as a means of 
affirming their message came from God, though God can still choose to heal 
today, it is less common than the first century 

Miracles Another gift belonging to the apostles in the first century who worked miracles in 
the name of Jesus to affirm their message was truly from the one true God, but 
God can do anything He wills to do at any time 

Discernment ability to differentiate the true message of God from the deceiver, Satan, whose 
methods include luring many away by false doctrines; help protect the church 
against what is false 

Speaking in Tongues Primarily a gift used in the early church to spread the gospel into all the world; 
involved divine ability to speak in real languages previously unknown to the one 
speaking; this is not a made-up language 

Interpretation of Tongues Someone who could understand and share what the tongues-speaker was saying 
even though he does not know the language being spoken (it would be a real 
language) 

Passage: Romans 12 Meaning 

Prophecy divine inspiration that declares the purposes of God, whether by admonishing the 
wicked, comforting the afflicted, revealing things hidden, or foretelling future 
events; always consistent with Scripture and carefully discerned 

Serving Also referred to as "ministering"; rendering aid to those in need in a variety of 
ways, regards others above self 

Teaching Analysis and proclamation of God's Word; explains meaning, context, and 
application to bring greater understanding to the hearer 

Exhorting consistently calls upon others to heed and follow God's Word, which may involve 
correction or building up of others by strengthening weak faith or offering 
comfort through trials 

Giving Joyful sharing of resources with others in need including goods, money, and time; 
holds loosely to personal possessions 

Leadership Literally means "guide"; one who is able to motivate and manage others well, 
sees the big picture, and helps others grow, lives as an example to others 

Mercy Abundant compassion toward others who are in distress, shows sensitivity and 
sympathy with a desire to lessen the burdens of others, shares in suffering 

Passage: Ephesians 4 Meaning 

Apostles Refers to "one sent as an authoritative delegate"; these were the first century 
followers of Jesus including the disciples and Paul who shared the gospel and 
were responsible for building the church and writing much of the NT; Ephesians 
2:20 

Prophets Those who were given divine revelation to proclaim God's Word, particularly for 
believers of the first century and prior who did not yet have the complete Word 
of God that we have today; Ephesians 2:20 

Evangelists We are all called to go and proclaim the gospel, but some have a supernatural 
ability to relay the gospel in an efficient way that draws others to Christ 

Pastors Also referred to as "elders" or "bishops"; the overseers of the church who bear 
the responsibility of its teaching and care for its sheep 

Teachers One who teaches the Word of God to those in the church; not every teacher is a 
pastor, but all pastors should be teachers  


