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Grace is a Free Gift Game 

 
Introduce the game:  
Who can tell me what grace is? In a nutshell, grace means getting something we don’t deserve, like a gift. Jesus offers us 

the gift of salvation because He died for our sins on the cross. We didn’t deserve that and we didn’t do anything to earn it. 

We cannot earn God’s forgiveness of our sin through our good works. Our works are never good enough to earn God’s 

forgiveness, but He has offered it to us freely in Jesus. So we’re going to play a fun game to help us memorize our verse 

today and help us understand the difference in a gift and works.  

 

Set up the game: 
Prepare 12 envelopes. On the outside of the envelopes, write the following portions of Ephesians 2:8-9: 

 

1. For by grace 

2. you have 

3. been saved 

4. through faith 

5. and that 

6. not of yourself; 

7. it is the gift 

8. of God 

9. not of works 

10. lest anyone 

11. should boast. 

12. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

Each envelope will randomly contain one of the following cards inside (write out on index cards): 

 

Gift Card worth 50 points 

Gift Card worth 75 points 

Gift Card worth 100 points 

Gift Card worth 100 points 

Works Card: do 10 jumping jacks for 10 points 

Works Card: do 10 pushups for 15 points 

Works Card: do 10 lunges for 20 points 

Works Card: do 10 squats for 25 points 

Works Card: turn in place for 20 seconds for 30 points 

Works Card: stand on one foot for 20 seconds for 35 points 

Works Card: do 10 arm lifts to the side for 40 points 

Works Card: hop in place for 20 seconds for 45 points 

 

Place all envelopes on the table in the correct verse order and avoid putting gift cards in envelopes directly next to each 

other. You are now ready to play the game.  

 

How to play: 
Divide the class into 2 teams and flip a coin or ask a trivia question to see who goes first. Have a child from Team One 

come forward and say the Bible verse (it’s okay to look at the envelopes because it will get harder as the game goes on). 

Next, have the child point to an envelope they want to open. You, the teacher, open the envelope and read what’s inside. 

If the card is a gift, then Team One earns the points listed freely. If the card is a works card, they must complete the task 

assigned to earn the points. Once the points are recorded on the board, you, teacher, return the envelope to its place face 

down so the words are not visible. The next child from Team Two takes their turn and must say the verse with the 

missing portion. If said correctly, the child gets to point to an envelope and follow the same rules above. As the envelopes 

are turned over, the game gets harder. The team with the most points at the end wins!   


